Ddy la bai viét thir ba
cua tdc gia Chi Lan. Loat
baila nhiing quan sadt
cudc séng hang ngay,
binh thudng & nuéc My.
Chdc chdn khéng thé
ddy da vi nuéc My qud
réong Ién, nhung nhiing
bai nay sé cho chung ta
hiéu thém vé mét quéc
gia ma théng tin thudng
phan dnh cdi nhin &
nhiing cuc: hodc “Ién dn”
hodc “ngoi ca”.

Ky téi bai cudi: Tdn man

hoc tiéng Anh va du lich & My
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Dai 16 Penvsylvania, phia trudc la toa nha
Quéc héi va trén déi cao la thu' vién

gusi & vung ven tha doé

Washington hay cé cach néi: I'm

going to DC (t6i sé di DC) dé noi
rang lat nira ngudi do6 sé di vao tha
d6 Washington. G viing ven Sai Gon
ngudi ta clng hay néi: Lt minh di
thanh phé. Y néi lat toi sé di Sai Gon.
Ngudi ta it khi dung chir capital (thu
do) hay tén chinh thuc “Washington”
cla thanh phé nay ma chi dung chir
DC doc la di-xi. D6 la viét tat cta chir
Distirct of Columbia, tam dich la Dac
khu Columbia, tén goi ban dau cua
vlung dat ma Chinh ph My quyét dinh
[ap nén thu d6 vao 1790.

Pé vao trung tdm DC, tU noi toi
thué nha phai di tau dién ngdm mat
khodng 30 phut, dai khai nhu tu Bién
Hoa vao Quan 1 Tp. HCM. Trung tam
Washington cho ngudi ta cdm giac
thanh binh, thodng dang, tréi v6i cdm
giac chat choi khi & trung tam New
York. Cdm giac nay it nhiéu giéng nhu
di dao & khu Ba Binh Ha Néi so véi khu
Nguy&n Hué, Lé Loi & Tp. HCM.

Khach tham DC thudng danh nhiéu
thdi gian cho vung tap trung nhiing
dai tudng niém nhu cac dai tudng
niém Washington, chién
tranh Thé gi6i thu I,
chién tranh Viét
Nam, cac bao
tang nhu bao
tang lich su, bao
tang nghé thuat,
bdo tang tu nhién,
va con rat nhiéu bao
tang cung cac dai tuéng
niém khac.. va nhiing
vi tri ndi ti€éng nhu: Nha
Trang, Toa nha Quéc hoi, Toa
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Thi chinh DG, ... T4t ca dugc tap trung
trong mot khu dat hinh ch nhat, ¢
thé goi la “Hinh chr nhat trung tam”
clia Washington, vai chiéu ti Tay sang
Dong ¢d 3,5 km, chiéu tir Bac xudng
Nam chiing 1,5 km.

Pai 16 Pennsylvania néi Nha Trang
(Dinh Téng théng) vai Béi Capitol, noi
toa lac Nha Quéc hoi, con goi la Dinh
Capitol. Ching t6i di bé doc theo dai
16, khodng 1,5 km dé ngam rat nhiéu
dinh thu ctia nhiéu cg quan, nhiéu
t6 chuic va céng ty nhu toa Thi chinh
DG, toa nha FBI, Bdo tang Nghé thuat
(National Museum of Art), thap Buu
dién, ... Nhiing tda nha that nguy nga,
trang 1& véi via hé rat rong, di dudi
nhiing vom cay va hoa ruc ré. Doc theo
hé phé c6 rat nhiéu ghé dé du khach
nghi chan, ngdm canh. Nhung t6i that
bat ngd khi thdy nhiing chiéc ghé dai
dudi nhitng vom hoa |4 tha méng dé
cing la “nha” ctia kha déng ngudi vo
gia cu. “Nha” chi la moét cai “giudng’,
mot chiéc ghé dai, duoc “Igp” bai vom
cay va hoa, che nang thi tuyét vai, con
che mua thi khéng 6n.Trén nhiing day
“ghé - giudng - nha” do, cac ban thinh
thoang sé thdy nhiing ghé chat kha
nhiéu bdo nhau nat. Méi dau khong
hiéu nhung réi téi nhan ra ngay dé la
nhling “tam dém” ctia ngudi vo gia cu,
trdi trén nhling cdi “giudng” ngoai trai.
Ay vay ma khong phai “giuong” nao
cling c6 “dém”! Trén “giudng” thudng
la mét s6 boc lung cing vat dung. Thi
thodng con gap nhiing“nha” ... hoanh
trang hon! Ngoai cdi“giudng”chd nhan
con cé thém mot céi xe nhu nhiing xe
ddy ban hang rong & ta. Toi c6 hdi mot
cu dan nay trén dai |0 Pennsylvania



thi dugc biét ho mat viéc qua lau, bi
ddy ra khoi nhiing ng6i nha that ma
ho tiing &, bién thanh dan dudng phé
Pennsylvania. Cu dan nhém nay cling
¢b ca nhiing ngudi chuyén séng ngoai
dudng, khong phadi la nan nhan lan
song that nghiép.

Nha Trang so vai toa Capitol thi ¢ vé
kha khiém ton. Di bo ti Nha Trang dén
khu doi Capitol kha mét, nhung toi
biét quanh dau day la Thu vién Quéc
hoi My, mot dia chi néi tiéng bac nhat
thé gidi khi noi vé nhimng kho tang tri
thic, nén t6i quyét dinh tim dén dé
chiém ngudng. T chan d6i Capitol, di
theo dai 16 Independence nam phia
canh bén trdi cta dinh Capitol, trong
tinh trang da tham mét. Gap toa nha
I&n nao t6i cling ghé hdi xem ¢6 phai
Thu vién Quéc héi khong. Bao nhiéu
lan déu thay lac dau va noi di t6i nial
Tudng la gan hoéa ra phai leo lén tan
dinh d6i, cach dau dusng Pennsylvania
G trudc dinh Capitol dén hon 1 km.Thu
vién Quéc hdi My toa lac trén dinh doi
Capitol. DU rat mét, nhung t6i thay
that dang, cé Ié cam gidc giong nhu tin
d6 Hoi gido dugc dat chan dén Meccal
Mot tin d6 “Tri thuc gido” dugc ding
trudc thanh dia cda tri thuc. TU trudc
clra Thu vién Quéc héi, diém cao nhét
cla déi Capitol, nhin xuéng la toa nha
Qudc hoi va xa xa la Nha Trang. C6 |&
ngudi My mudn am chi rang “Tri thic”
cao hon “Quyén luc” va thuc su ho da
va dang kién tao mét xa hoi nhu vay.

Thu vién Quéc héi & canh bén phia
Doéng chia hinh nhat 3,5 x 1,5 km trung
tam DC. G gén gitfa hinh chif nhat nay
la Bai Tudng niém Washington. Dai
Tudng niém Washington la toa thap

: Tur phia truéc Thu' vién Quéc héi di
xuéng theo 2 déc vong cung,
ta sé toi Dién Capitol

Coloured Life

Nt diéu khdc ngudi My géc Hoa,
Maya Ying Lin

cao 170m, dugc xay dung nam 1884.
Khéc véi moi diém cao & cac thanh
ph6 khac trén thé gidi, G Paris, hay
Thugng Hai hay H6 chi Minh, hay
moi noi khac, khach tham quan c6
thé Idy vé hoan toan mién phi dé
[én dinh thap (di nhién bang thang
mady) ngam xem toan canh th dé
Washington. Vé chi [a d€ quan ly

ngudi tham quan va sép xép thai ]

gian hgp ly, trdnh Un tac. Tat ca cac
bao tang tuyét v&i 6 DC déu vao
cla tu do. Néu dén New York, thanh
ph6 thuong mai, thi ban thdy ngay
DC la moét thanh phé van hoéa. Phia
canh bén Tay ctia hinh ch{ nhat trung
tam la cac khu tudng niém chién tranh
Thé gidi ll, chién tranh Triéu Tién, chién
tranh Viét Nam. La ngudi Viét, thudng
ai t6i DC clng tGi d6 dé biét thém suy
nghi ctia ngudi My vé cudc chién ma
chinh ngu&i My noi, d6 la cudc chién
tranh gay chia ré dan téc (My) sau sac
nhat (the nation’s more divisive war).
Tac gid khu tudng niém la nha nd
diéu khac My g6c Hoa Maya Ying Lin.
Ba sinh ra trong mét gia dinh truyén
théng vé kién trac va diéu khac
Trung Hoa, c6 bé la Truéng khoa My
thuat Pai hoc Ohio, c6 c6 la nir diéu
khac gia hang dau cua Trung Hoa.
Nam 1981, & tudi 22, ba da vuot qua
1.441 tac gid va da thang giai trong
cudc thi thiét ké bai Tudng niém
Chién tranh Viét Nam.
Sang hém do, ching téi da viéng
tham cd 3 khu tudng niém chién
tranh:
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Dai Tudng niém Thé gﬁlen Il)\xay dfa"t:ng

nam 2004, tudng niém hon 400.000
ngudi My thiét mang trong chién
tranh Thé gigi Il;

DaiTudng niém Chién tranh Triéu Tién
(1950 — 1953), xay dung nam 1995,
tudng niém hon 38.000 binh si My
thiét mang trong cuéc chién nay;

Dai Tudng niém Chién tranh Viét
Nam, liét ké danh tinh 58.260 binh
s My thiét mang ké tir 1959. Day la
cudc chién gan day nhat trong 3 cudc
chién dugc dung dai tuéng niém,
nhung la dai tuédng niém dugc dung
s6m nhat, vao 1982, chi 7 nam sau két
thuc chién tranh.

.

e
Hinh chir V c6 phadi la Viét Nam? Hai cdnh
chir V la 2 birc tuong ghi tén 58.260 binh
si tir trd@n. Ban c6 thé di theo thoi gian, tir
1959 theo bén cdnh trdi hay tir 1975 theo
bén cdnh phai

DaiTudng niém Chién tranh Viét Nam
dugc xay 13 nam trudc dai Tudng
niém Chién tranh Triéu Tién, 22 ndam
trudc dai Tudng niém Thé chién II.
Thé nhung ngay nao cing thdy hoa
ndi dai Tudng niém Chién tranh Viét
Nam, nuéc mat van roi, diéu ma & hai
dai tudng niém kia khéng may khi cé.
Chung ta khéng bao gid quén nhiing
dau thuong chién tranh va ngugi My
cing chua thé quén. Kién tric Dai
Tudng niém Chién tranh Viét Nam
kha bat thudng so véi cac dai tudng
niém khac. D6 khéng phai moét cau
tric c6 chiéu cao va vuon lén khong
nhu thudng thdy. Dai Tudng niém
Chién tranh Viét Nam c6 cdu truc
nhu 1a 16i vao mét “ham md”, trén
vach dudng vao ghi tén nhiting nguai
“chén” trong “ham mo”. Khéng hiéu
c6 phai y dé thiét ké clia Maya Ying
Lin la vay khéng?.0
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